In reply to the question whether the salivary glands have the power of excreting foreign matters from the blood, Bernard has specially pointed out that they possess this property with regard to the iodide of potassium. He says that after this salt is taken into the stomach, it appears in the saliva long before it can be detected in the urine.
After twenty-four hours, the presence of the iodide could still be detected in both secretions, and in forty-eight hours it was found in the urine only. On one occasion, however, it was present in the saliva after seventy-two hours, but its presence in the urine was doubtful.
Some experiments made with the iodide of potassium in the form of pill, gave very unsatisfactory results. Its presence in the saliva could never be detected in less than half an hour, and on one occasion it did not appear at all.* II. Stomachal Digestion.
In order to be able to study natural digestion, I made a gastric fistula in a dog's stomach, and placed in it a silver canula. In eleven days after the operation, the animal was ready for experiment. The fluid found in the dog's stomach, during fasting, had a slightly alkaline reaction.
When the animal was prevented from swallowing his saliva, however, the mucus secretion of the stomach was invariably neutral. 
